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)Parkland Baseball League
League Charter

The intent of the Parkland Baseball League (PBL) charter is provide a governing document in regards to rules of play, expected conduct and other general league rules by which every team and all players are expected to abide. The goal as such is to provide the communities of participating PBL teams with an entertaining, competitive and sportsmanlike brand of senior baseball.
Rules of play followed by the PBL will be consistent with official Baseball Alberta rulebook unless otherwise stated below. While the PBL does abide by the standard rules of play set forth by Baseball Alberta, it is, however, a self-governing entity.
The PBL League Charter is posted on the PBL Website. www.parklandbaseball.ca 

PBL Charter
1) League Fees
a) Annual League fees will be $350 and will be reviewed on an annual basis at the annual general meeting (AGM).
b) Each team will be charged an additional annual fee of $50 for the design and management of the PBL website. The website will feature such things as team contacts, league standings, league stats, history, previous champs, league rules, current schedule, etc.
c) Each team will be charged an additional $50 for the marketing and advertising of the league.  This advertising to be used to promote league play and attract new players and fans. The increased amount paid to be matched by the league.
d) A performance bond of $50 must be paid by each team. 
i) If a team fails to meet commitments based on the current schedule, the bond may be withheld. Any penalty will be the decision of the League Board. 
ii) The performance bond may also be withheld if any member of a team is involved in any game ejection as described in point #13. This will be determined by the League Board.
e) All fees must be paid to the league treasurer by no later than May 31st annually.
i) Failure to pay fees by this date will result in an additional $50 fee being levied for every 2 weeks that the fees are late.
f) The PBL will pay out $500 to its annual champion
2) Roster Submission- due to players from higher leagues being brought in as “ringers” for league games and tournaments
a) Each team is responsible for submitting a roster to the league executive by June 15th of each season
b) Late roster changes will be accepted by July 1st of each season
c) Roster to include each players and coaches:
i) Full name
ii) Date of Birth
iii) Contact Phone numbers
iv) Primary Playing Positions
d) Any player(s) entering into a league game or tournament must be listed on the team’s roster prior to that game
i) If a player(s) not listed on the roster is entered in a game:
(1) If this is determined during a game then the player(s) will be immediately removed from the game
(2) If this is determined after a game then the opposing team may submit a protest to the league as noted in 14a- providing specific references where the player(s) in question directly affected the outcome of the game.  The league will review the protest and may call for a forfeit against the offending team if determined that the player(s) directly affected the outcome.
3) Each team is responsible for arranging and paying for their own field times.
4) All games will be 7 inning games.
5) All players must be in uniform including caps.
6) A courtesy runner will be permitted for the Catcher when there are 2 out. The courtesy runner will be the last out OR a player who has not yet entered the game.
7) A mercy rule will be in effect if a team is leading by 10 runs or more after 5 innings (4.5 innings if the home team is leading).
8) Game Times
a) Evening games in May will begin at 6:45PM; in June & July at 7:00PM and August at 6:45PM.
b) Afternoon double-headers will begin at 1:00 and 4:00PM.
c) Exceptions may be made if agreed upon by both teams.
9) Called Game by an Umpire
a) An umpire may call a game due to;
i) Darkness, if considered dangerous to the players.
ii) Inclement weather, if considered dangerous to the players.
iii) Poor field conditions, if considered dangerous to the players.
iv) The umpire will consult with a representative from each team; however, the decision of the umpire is final and will be supported fully by the PBL.
10)   Tie Games
a) If the score is tied in a game after 7 complete innings, teams will continue to play until one team is leading following a complete inning unless game is called by an umpire due to any reason outlined in rule #9.  
i) In the case of a tied game being called by an umpire, the score will be tied with each team receiving one (1) point.
11)   Complete Game, rules that constitute a
a) If a regular season game must be called before the completion of 7 innings due to any reason outlined in rule #9, the following will apply;
i) A regular season game will be considered complete after 4 innings (3.5 innings if the home team is leading). Whichever team is leading at this time will be awarded the victory.
b) A playoff game must be played to the completion of 7 innings (6.5 innings if the home team is leading).
c) If a playoff game is called by an umpire before the completion of 7 innings due to any reason outlined in rule #9, the following will apply;
i) If less than 4 innings have been completed, the game will be replayed in its entirety at the home teams venue.
ii) If 4 innings or more have been completed, the game will be resumed at the next scheduled venue. The remainder of the called game will be completed first and the next game will begin immediately.
12)  Rainouts/ Game Cancellations
a) Every effort will be made to play all games as scheduled. Only 4 innings are required for a complete game so a rain shower should not cancel a game. Only if the field has become too wet to play will a game be cancelled. 
b) The home team is responsible for canceling games due to inclement weather (rainouts/ snow-outs).
c) Games WILL NOT be rescheduled if a team does not have enough players. 
i) All teams create their own schedule during the annual scheduling meeting and therefore are committed to meeting all scheduled commitments.  
ii) Failure to meet scheduled commitments will result in forfeit. 
13) Ties in the standings
a) If there are any ties in the final standings the tiebreaker will be whoever won the most games between two teams during regular season matches. If the series was split, it will go to runs for and against.
14) Protests
a) If a team disagrees with an umpire’s interpretation of a PBL or Baseball Alberta rule, an official protest may be submitted, in writing, to the League Board for review.
i) Upon completion of the review process, the League Board decision is final.
15) Any intentional running of the catcher will not be tolerated in PBL play. Any player that does so will be ejected from the game and will be subject to further suspension if it is determined warranted by the League Board. 
a) The Catchers team may submit a written report to the League Board, including the names of the offending player, catcher, and umpires calling the game as well as phone #’s for all parties listed. The League Board will determine if further suspension is warranted.
b) A base runner sliding into a Catcher is NOT considered a foul.
c) Catchers will not block the plate to take advantage of the previous rule. If an umpire determines that a Catcher has clearly blocked the plate, they will use their judgment to determine if the run would have scored. In such a case the play will be called dead and the run will be scored.
16) Game Ejections
a) Any player, manager or coach using foul language directed at an umpire, another player or a fan will be ejected from the game.
b) Any player, manager or coach who makes contact with an umpire, spits at an umpire, kicks dirt at an umpire, verbally threatens or makes any physically abusive action towards an umpire, will be suspended indefinitely from the PBL pending a formal review by the League Board.
c) Any player, manager or coach who does not remove themselves from the field of play or continues to banter an umpire with profanity will be automatically suspended for the teams next 3 games. 
d) All teams are responsible for the conduct of all individuals associated with their team. Sportsmanlike conduct should be upheld at all times. 
e) Any game ejection instances should be referred to the League Board for review. If warranted the League Board may withhold the teams performance bond, or a portion thereof if it is determined that the infraction was serious enough to warrant further discipline.  
17) Baseballs 
a) All teams are responsible to supply at least 4 new baseballs per game to the home plate umpire.
i) Additional baseballs may be required dependant on weather and field conditions (i.e.: wet, muddy). This will be determined by the umpire crew if necessary.
b) The PBL has set a minimum standard in regards to baseballs used in all league and playoff games. All teams must supply one of the following;
i) Rawlings ROML
ii) Diamond D1C
18) Bats – Effective 2008 season the PBL is wood bat league
19) Umpires
a) All teams are responsible to arrange for and pay a 2 man umpire crew for all regular season home games.
b) Both umpires must be Baseball Alberta certified umpires.
i) If a team is unable to secure Baseball Alberta certified umpires for their home games, approval to use a non-certified umpire is required from the League.
20) PBL Mid-Season Tournament
a) The PBL may hold a tournament in June each year in which all games played will count towards the league standings. The intent of this tournament is to limit some of travel issues 
i) If a mid-season tourney is deemed necessary, the host site and date will be selected annually at the AGM.

21) All Star Balloting
a) 
i) 4 players from each team will be selected and submitted to the league by each team’s manager by general position- (IF, OF, P and Utility)
(1) Players can only be selected for one general position
ii) East All Star Team vs. West All Star Team will play a single game (date TBD at the Scheduling meeting)
iii) Team Managers will be guest coaches as asked for by the PBL executive
22) PBL Championship Tourney
a) Effective the 2005 season, the PBL will hold a “championship tourney”. All teams will participate in this tournament with the top 2 placing teams advancing to a 3-game championship series. This series will be scheduled by the 2 advancing teams at dates acceptable to both teams.
i) The host site and date for the Championship tournament will be selected annually at the AGM.
ii) The ensuing 3-game series must be completed by a pre-determined date which will be indicated on the annual schedule.

23) Website
a) The PBL has a website to promote the league and teams as well as to maintain standings, stats, rosters and many other pieces of information.
i) As stated in #1(b), each team will pay $50 annually to maintain the website.
ii) All teams are expected to contribute rosters, scores and stats.
iii) Teams may also contribute other promotional materials such as photos, team history, weekly articles, etc.
iv) All contributions will be sent directly to the webmaster as indicated on the PBL Contacts list.





The PBL Executive –
President – Don von Hollen
403-588-8908
don.vonhollen@phoneexperts.com 

Vice President – Brendan Huber
403-352-6386
Huber_b72@hotmail.com 

Treasurer – Chad Huseby
403-896-8862
chadhuseby@gmail.com 
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